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On the map: 356 people

torupfilmen on Vimeo

https://vimeo.com/654974994




Village of the Year (2019): railway station, school(s), kindergarten, COOP/store, 
church, assembly hall, restaurant, baker, 2nd hand bookstores, open university, 

music hall, music festival, doc films, climbing wall, farming, common officespaces, 
farmers’ market, local council, local fund



Local democracy: Torup Ting
Tinge [thing] in old norse: to negotiate



Strategy & SR21:
Hvideland, New Torup village

• 5 HA: 96 new homes = 250 newcomers

• Initiated by Torup Ting (planning)

• Driven by Torupfonden

• Space for small enterprises/office space

• LAG support



Creating a local fund

• Registered legal entity

• EUR 40.000 to create
the ground capital

• Crowdfunding: 5 weeks

• Basis for bank-loan

• Security: building lots
(2x48) + farm buildings

• Local planning

• Business spaces: 2 
companies, so far



Tools&Talents Ting og Talenter
– a SR21 project

with support from Nordea Fonden and National Rural Fund 

Sharing!
• Tools: implements, 

machinery

• Talents: competences; 
village caretaker(s)

https://tingogtalenter.dk/


Why join SR21 ? 
Torup is a pioneer in Rural Development

Torup contributes to rural projects. Current 
examples:
• ‘Rural success’: co-creation and inclusion (2019) Hvad 

skaber rurale succeser og hvor langt rækker brandet? - Section for 
Geography (ku.dk)

• ‘Green communities’: sustainable jobs (2020) Grønne 
Fællesskaber_11062021.pdf (b-a-r-k.dk)

• ‘Warm Zones’: attractiveness (2021) Varme Zoner

• ‘Participation’: cultural development (2021) DELTAG – Om 
deltagerkultur i Danmark | Nordea-fonden (nordeafonden.dk)

• ‘Free villages’: new legislation/rural development 
(2022) Skal Torup være frilandsby? - sn.dk - Sjællandske Nyheder

https://ign.ku.dk/english/employees/geography/?pure=en%2Fpublications%2Fhvad-skaber-rurale-succeser-og-hvor-langt-raekker-brandet(c4302d0c-b686-45e1-b398-40770b6b8cf9).html
https://b-a-r-k.dk/bark_web/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/groenne-faellesskaber.pdf
https://www.varmezoner.dk/
https://nordeafonden.dk/projekter/deltag-om-deltagerkultur-i-danmark
https://www.sn.dk/halsnaes-kommune/skal-torup-vaere-frilandsby/


Civil society and common challenges
Current example, VILDnæs i.e. Wilding Halsnæs: 

biodiversity

• VILDnæs concept/policy 
report (Torup Ting, 2022)



Key findings

• Local engagement 
matters: bottom-up

• Civil society has a 
pivotal role to play in 
Rural Development

• Leadership & co-
operation is crucial

• Keep profits locally

• Celebrate successes: tell
the story



Peter Plant - farmer, professor
Local Council, Local Action Group, Torup Booktown, Torupfund, Torup Open 

University, Dyssekilde Station, Torup Market

peter@roejle.dk

mailto:peter@roejle.dk

