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Understanding 
Connectivity and 
Market Failure

• Where is there scope for State 

intervention in the telecoms 

market?

• What is the role of Broadband 

Competence Offices (BCOs)?



Connectivity 

targets

1 Gbps

for all schools, transport 

hubs, main providers of 

public services and digitally 

intensive enterprises

2020 2025

30 Mbps 
minimum for all 

citizens

100 Mbps 
minimum 

for 50% of 

households

100 Mbps to be 

upgraded to 1 Gbps
for all households

5G wireless 

broadband 

coverage

NGA 

targets

Gigabit 

targets

2030

1 Gbps for all

5G everywhere

Digital Decade 

targets



Ambitious targets matter

Planning matters
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National Broadband Plans

• Define targets

• Needs and gap assessment

• Roadmap towards achieving targets

• Dialogue with operators
• Identification of regulatory needs

• Identification of funding gap
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Urban / Rural Digital Divide
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Urbanisatio
n / 
Broadband 
speed
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Focus on remote areas (Broadband speed)
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Broadband 
speed in 
remote 
areas



EU funding
for broadband



€16 billion in EU funding 

planned

for broadband investments
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Funds and instruments 

• Recovery and Resilience Facility

• European Regional Development 
Fund

• European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development

• Just Transition Fund

• Connecting Europe Facility - Digital

• Connecting Europe Broadband Fund

• InvestEU Fund

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/eu-funding-broadband-2021-2027


The BCO Network
How can BCOs support 

you?



Building European countries’ 

and regions’ capacity to bring 

reliable high-speed broadband 

access to all citizens



Broadband Competence 
Offices
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🡪 the national and regional public authorities 
responsible for broadband deployment

🡪 advise policy 

makers, project 

promoters and citizens 

on broadband and the 

technological, legal 

and financial 

challenges of 

broadband projects.
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At a glance
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Provide

Technical 
Assistance

Improve 

broadband

mapping / 

needs 
identification

Accelerate

public fund 
allocations

Support

EU fund

programmin

g

Exchange 

good 

practices 

cross-

country and 
cross-border

Address

State aid 
hurdles

Develop 

and share 

innovative 

aid 
schemes

Provide 

technology 

insights to 
stakeholders

BCOs focus on market failure 
areas
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1. Lithuania using ERDF & EAFRD in 
complementary projects to provide 
wholesale access to rural areas

2. Catalunya rolling out fibre to socio-
economic drivers as anchor 
customers

3. Greece investing in a combination 
of supply-side rural infrastructure 
on the one hand and demand-side 
stimulation on the other hand

4. Estonia developed a neutral, 
private-sector-run operator to 
bring fibre to underserviced rural 
areas

Examples of 

investment 

schemes
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1. Include your national and local 
BCO

2. Leverage EU funds

3. Ensure future proof networks: 
target gigabit for all and use 
technology mix to achieve the goal

4. Encourage ‘virtuous circle’ of 
demand-offer; promote services / 
use cases

5. Use your geographic challenges as 
an opportunity to overcome hurdles 
/ borders

Connectivity 

roadmap



www.BCOnetwork.eu

info@broadbandeurope.eu

videos.bconetwork.eu



Extras



The BCO Network 
Support Facility offers 
training and network 
events throughout the 
year 



The Support Facility also 
provides a range of 
publications and videos on 
funding, good practices and 
more:

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/european-funding-broadband-western-balkans
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/technical-assistance-broadband
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/european-funding-broadband
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/how-set-broadband-competence-office
http://videos.bconetwork.eu/
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G

corridor

s

communitie

s

CEF 
Digital

“uninterrupted coverage 

with 5G systems of all 

major terrestrial 

transport paths, 

including the trans-

European transport 

networks”

“access to very high-

capacity networks, 

including 5G systems, 

in areas where socio-

economic drivers are 

located”


