
Is there a renaissance of small villages(!?)

The ‘smart’ concept and multi-funded support of smart communities in Czechia

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown the importance of community and digital skills, the 
need for a good digital infrastructure
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Specifics of the Czech Republic

many small villages, almost no raw materials, few energy raw materials,
water just raining, an economy based on industry

Municipalities by 
population Number of municipalities
Up to 300 2299
Up to 600 1535
Up  1000 969

Up to 2000 755
Up to 3000 248
Up to  5000 179
Up to 10 000 142
Up to 20 000 69
Up to 50 000 44
Up to 100 000 12
Above 100 000 6
Total 6258



Whom are the ”SMART" solutions for?
Current and future citizens - inhabitants of villages

1. Silent generation - born 1925 – 1945
2. BABY BOOMERS  generation  - 1946 – 1964 – digital immigrants
3. Generation X - 1965 – 1980 – digital immigrants
4. Generation Y - 1981 – 1999 – digital natives
5. Generation Z 2000 – 2013 – digital natives
6. Generation ALPHA - born 2014 –

The number of university students in the population 
is growing - the share of women among university
students is growing as well - the labour market will  

Have to change significantly

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/01/17/where-millennials-end-and-generation-z-begins/

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/


Global Goal 2030/2050

Life is good in the Czech Republic

• for each person

• in any place

• under all circumstances (in big cities, towns  and villages)

The Czech Republic is a prosperous country, it is the home of its 

inhabitants, it is managed sustainably, using all available (SMART) 

tools and new technologies.

The main accent: City of short distances, Czechia like the internet







Smart Cities Concept - resilience through SMART solutions 
for municipalities, cities and regions

Source: Smart Cities Concept, MRD 2021
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7 principles of SMART solutions

1. Change of direction - services and jobs following people instead of 
people following jobs and services

2. Resilience - the resilience of people and communities,  local 
economy and the environment, resilient cohesion within the 
territory

3. One measure with more equivalent effects - a holistic approach

4. The principle of "short distances" - everything that can be 
provided locally must be provided locally (using rule 3E)



7 principles of SMART solutions

5. Cooperation to achieve the effective solutions - with all partners in 
the territory engaged

6. Cohesion and complementarity, horizontal and vertical 
interconnections - balancing opportunities, reducing tensions

7. Evidence based solutions relying on open data and transparency -
data must be understandable and accessible for innovative 
applications and development of people, communities and business

(Sharing is caring)



Resilience and Coherence
Through Solutions for Municipalities, Cities and Regions
(Coherent Czech Republic)

1. Electronic public administration is a service for people and 
communities

2. SMART solutions contribute to cohesion

3. Common solutions - a tool for cohesion (Czech Republic without 
digitally excluded localities)

4. Partners in-country and abroad (brand of innovative Czech Republic) 
when sharing SMART solutions



People and communities (Resilient Czech Republic )

1. Education as a basis for quality of life

2. Social and health services in every place

3. Social resilience

4. Quick response



Local Economy (Rich Czech Republic)

1. Business

as a natural part of the life of the municipality, city and  region

2. Prosumers

citizens and municipalities as partners of energy suppliers

3. Raw materials and „secondary raw materials" 

in the circular economy

4. ICT infrastructure

basic prerequisite for the success of digitization



Environment for Life (Green Czech Republic)

1. Environment

for quality of life in municipalities, cities and regions

2. Natural infrastructure

in strategic and spatial planning

3. Green and blue infrastructure 

of cities and municipalities of the future

4. Transport infrastructure and sustainable mobility adapted to 
people´s need



Resilience - a "new compass for EU policies” 
– how to achieve the goals of the European Green Deal

“Resilience is the ability not only to withstand and cope with challenges but
also to undergo transitions in a sustainable, fair, and democratic manner.
Resilience is necessary in all policy areas to undergo the green and digital
transitions, while maintaining the EU’s core purpose and integrity
in a dynamic and at times turbulent environment.”

Dimensions:
• social and economic
• geopolitical
• green 
• digital



Act No 12/2020 Coll., on the right to digital services

§ 3
The right to a digital service
(1) The service user has the right to use the digital service and the public authority
is obliged to provide the digital service.

§ 4
The right to perform a digital act
(1) The user of the service has the right to perform a digital act against a public
authority through
a) its data boxes,…
(2) Unless the law expressly stipulates a binding form of the act vis-à-vis a public
authority, the user of the service has the right to make the act as a digital act.



Important role of Local Action Groups – www.nsmascr.cz



Funding opportunities (how to do things cheaply ☺)





Funding opportunities (how to do things cheaply ☺)

• National grant programs
• European funds – structural funds, Just transition facility, Recovery and

resilience fund
• PPP - Private-public partnership
• Crowdfunding
• Crowdsourcing
• Hackathon
• Participatory budgets
• Shared public procurement, shared shopping
• PPI, PCP/SBIR, innovative partnership



Funding opportunities (how to do things cheaply ☺)

• EPC projects (energy performance contracting)
• Green public procurement
• Credit/lending
• Warranties
• Revolving loan
• Leasing
• Foundation
• Sponzoring
• Assistance of universities and academic institutions



The end of the era of globalization (?) 
Is there an opportunity for local solutions?

"By establishing the new, regional small Zlíns, dozens of centers for the
development of regional and local economies can be created in the
Czech Republic, thus imitating the "miracle„ of Jan and Tomas Bata's
balance - independence, self-sufficiency and cooperation of local
initiatives around the world as close as possible to the end customer,"

writes prof. Milan Zelený, Professor Emeritus of Management Systems
at the Fordham university, New York



Is there a renaissance of small villages(!?)

The Renaissance is not only an expression of economic and cultural
prosperity, but also a return to the roots ("ad fontes")….

……with new technological possibilities, the potential for new quality
emerges.

Resilience through SMART solutions (MRD) - with the experience of the
COVID-19 pandemic, we can make a big economic leap and enable the
renaissance of municipalities

"You can't get anywhere safely with a look in the rearview mirror"

William Edwards Deming, American statistician (1900-1993)


