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Smart Villages – a new approach for rural areas

Smart Villages can be understood as communities that do not
want to wait for changes to come. Smart villages are made up of
people from rural areas who take the initiative to find practical
solutions to the problems they face and take advantage of
opportunities, both in the areas of new digital technologies as well
as social innovation in services, creating relationships with urban
areas, building and increasing awareness of climate change, which
will contribute to the creation of a more friendly place to live.

Smart Villages concept – preparatory support

Preparatory support will be implemented under RDP
14-20. As part of the RDP 14-20 transitional period,
the LAG will receive additional funds for the
preparation of the Smart Villages concept;
• Inhabitants will have the opportunity to apply for
support for the preparation of the SV concept
through LAGs;
• preparatory support under umbrella projects
• Form and amount of support:
a lump sum of 4000 PLN / concept
(~1000 euro) / concept
• area up to 20 000 inhabitants (or several towns with
a total population of less than 20 000 inhabitants)

Smart Villages concept
The purpose of preparing the SV concept is to
develop effective and unusual solutions to local
problems using an innovative approach.
These solutions:
• take into account the use of digital and
telecommunications technologies or better use
of knowledge,
• demonstrate benefit to the local community,
incl. improvement the quality of life, increasing
the quality of local services or security,
respecting the environment and climate,
problems of underinvestment, aging society,
depopulation, insufficient employment, digital
exclusion.

What the SV concept is supposed to look like?
The Smart Village concept includes in particular:
• ensuring the participation of the inhabitants during the proces of the preparation of the SV
concept (active involvement of the community in its preparation), including consultation with
the community
• a simplified SWOT analysis of the area covered by the SV concept;
• Community inclusion plan in the possible later implementation of operations resulting from
the SV concept, taking into account the role of the village leader or village council in this
process;
• developing a list of projects that will make up the implementation of the SV concept,
containing a digital or environmental or climate component.

SV concept requirements

• The SV concept cannot contradict other strategic
documents for the area, in particular the LDS
• Preparatory support can be granted only once
for a village
• A given area can only be covered by one SV concept
• projects resulting from the SV concept will be promoted
in calls for proposals implemented by LAGs
• preparatory support may be provided to people from
the area covered by this concept who will implement
the project together with at least one partner

Selection criteria
When selecting SV preparatory support, LAGs will
reward in particular:
• quality of the planned process of preparing the
SV concept (participation of the local community
and the role of the village administrator or the
village council in this process)
• number of partners
• linking the applicant with the area covered by the
SV concept
• organizational potential
• post-PGR areas (state farm areas), if applicable;
• localities below 5,000 residents.

Implementation of the Smart Villages concept
The next stage after creating the SV concept is the
process of implementing projects under this concept.
The implementation of operations specified in the SV
concept may take place, for example, under LDS
projects (preferences in calls for proposals for
operations resulting from the SV concept). However,
the key here is to look for other sources of financing.
Smart Villages concept may change over time.
Some needs may become out of date over time and
therefore the implementation of a project will not be
possible. On the other hand, new needs and new ideas
for solving them may arise. The SV concept should be
reviewed and updated on a regular basis.

Pilot projects in CAP Plan / part 1

As part of the CAP Plan, it is planned to implement
a pilot aimed at supporting the implementation of
many projects described in the Smart Village
concept.
• verification of applications carried out by a panel
of experts
• preferences for the Smart Villages concept
comprehensively (systemically) responding to the
previously diagnosed needs of the local
community.

Pilot projects in CAP Plan / part 2

• The beneficiaries may be local government units, their
associations or company of a local government unit, as local
partners, who were involved in the creation of the concept
• The amount of aid:
2 000 000 - 15 000 000 PLN (~500 000 – 3 750 000 euro)
• aid intensity: up to 75%, but not less than 30%
• It was planned to finance one Smart Villages concept in each
voivodeship

Pilot projects in CAP Plan / part 3
Pilot projects will support investments related to at least:
• sustainable rainwater management systems, including their
retention
• individual wastewater treatment systems
• shaping the public space taking into account the fight against
climate change
• renovation or improvement of historic buildings intended for
public purposes
• investments in the construction of renewable energy installations,
• Investments in the construction of "green" bicycle paths.
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